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Richard J. Barnel

In late November the Central Intel-
ligence Apgency conducted a series of
“senior seminars’’ so that some of its
gmportant bureaucrats could consider
_its public image. 1 was invited to
attend one session and to give my
views on the proper role of the
Agency. 1 suggested that its legitimate
activities were limited to studying
newspapers  and published statistics,
-listening to the radio, thinking about
the world, interpreting data of recon-
naissance satellites, and occasionally

- article was a cover story in more than ...

* publishing the names of foreign spies. I
‘had been led by conversations with a
aumber of CIA officials to believe that
they were thinking along the same
lines. One CIA man after another
" gagerly joined the discussion to assur¢
me that the days of the flamboyant
covert operations - were over. The
upper-class amateurs of the OSS who
stayed to mastermind operations in
 Guatemala, Iran, the Congo, and else-
+ [ where—Allen Dulles, Kermit Roosevelt,
Richard Bissell, Tracy Barnes, Robert
Amory, Desmond Fitzgerald—had died
or departed. '
In their place, I was assured, was a
small army of professionals devoted to
preparing intelligence “estimates” for
the President and collecting informa-
tion the clean, modern way, mostly
with sensors, computers, and sophis-
ticated reconmaissance devices. Even
Gary Powers, the U-2 pilot, would now
be as much a museum piece as Mata
-Hari. (There are about 18,000 em-
ployees in the CIA and 200,000 in the

~ entire “intelligence community” itself.
"The cost of maintaining them is some-
where between $5 billion and 356
billion annually. The employment
figures do not include foreign agents or
mercenaries, such as the CIA’s 100,000-
‘man hired army in Laos.) o
A week after my visit to the “senior
seminar® Newsweek ran a long story

- \/({n “the new espionage” with a picture
-~/ of CIA Director Richard Helms on the

Newsweek said, “The gaudy era of the
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spy business; the bureaucratic age of ingt
Richard C. Helms and his gray spe- kno
cialists has settled in.” I began to have fina
an uneasy feeling that Newsweek’s ingt

one sense. . , - An

- E ceili
It has always been difficult 10 g6
analyze organizations that engage in A
false advertising dbout themselves. Part of i
of the responsibility of the CIA is to tarly

spread confusion about its own work. the
The world of Richard Helms and his be
“specialists” does indeed differ .from ized
that of Allen Duiles. Intelligence organ- Hels
izations, in spite of their predilection OVe!
for what English judges used to call liges
“frolics of their own,” are servants of Age
policy. When policy changes, they Bur
must eventually changé too, although the
because of the atmosphere of secrecy ¢en
and deception in which they operate, OVE
such changes are exceptionally hard to vice
control. To understand the “new - Age
espionage” one must see it as part of imp
the Nixon Doctrine which, in.essence,
is a global strategy for maintaining US Th
power and influence without overtly T€0!
involving the mation in another ground He:
war. . ney
But we cannot comprehend recent lige
developments in the “intelligence com- ¢ *
munity” without understanding what fur
Mr. Helms and his employees actually Pre
do. In a speech before the Nationay
Press Club, the director discouraged/ w
journalists from making the attempt. ¢
“Yog’ve just got to trust us. We are p,
honorable men.” The same speech is p
made each year to the small but
growing number of senators who want
a closer check on the CIA. In asking,

on November 10, for a “Select Com-
mittee on the Coordination of United
States Activities Abroad to oversee
activities of the Central Intelligence
Agency,” Senator Stuart Symington
noted that “the subcommittee having
oversight of the Central Intelligence
Agency has not met once this year.”
Symington, a former Secretary of
the Air Force and veteran member of
the Armed Services Committee, has
also said that “there is no federal
agency in our government whose activ- ¢
ities receive less scrutiny and control °
than the CIA.” Moreover, soon after
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Yaos Secyels .. - .
/\ccor( ling to a gubcommlttee of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee, the CIA has carved out its own
military satrapy in Laos. A 23-page stalf report re-
leased August 3 says that the agency maintains a force
_of 30,600 uregulaxs and recruits many of these soldiers
from Thailand. These irregulars are “the main cutting
edge” of thé decrepit Royal Laotian Army - that is to
say, the Vientiane regime has almest given up, and the
rest of the army won't fight at all. “The Royal Lao
Government continues to be almost totally dependent
on the US, perh'\ps motre dependem than any other
government in the world.” Washington in turn has be-
come almost totally dcpenc‘mt on hired Asian profes-
sionals, some 4500 of whom were lifted out of Thal
comniands at annual salaries of $7000.

This partial audit of the administration’s Laos,

budget put our current expenses there at $284.2 mil-
lion and credited about $70 million to the CIA. Mr.
Symington, the subcommittee chairman, told a closed
session of the Senate on June 7 that the cost overruns
for the 1970 program came to $72 million.
the fiscal year 1972 even begins,” he warned, “plans
are being made to spend more than twice the amount
being requested of Congress by the executive branch.”
The goveriiment will be spending $374 million, at
least eight times the amount that Vieatiane will spend
to defend itself. But even this does not include the
secret funds paid out for Thai_ troops and the Penta-
gon air war, All that would add $100 million more.

-The new rcport makes one wonder how Congress
lost track of our multiple wars in Indochina. Part of
the blame is Mr. Nixon’s, whose major statement on
Laos in March 1970 omitted mention of massive B-52
raids in northern Laos begun only a month before. A
year later, when the cost overruns started to show up,
the Senate dispatched its. own team of investigators to
Laos. They found that the Pentagon had intrigued
against congressional restrictions attached to the 1970-
71 Defense appropriations bill, which prohibited the
Department of Defense from fmancmg Thai soldiers
for Laos duty. There was lo be no money for mer-
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thought it had said. l)ul somchow
in the unc‘ergrowtn of Pentagon flowv charts and budg-
m administration found the nogc“sary
it spent more money than cver

cenaries, Congress

et pipelines, t
ways and means. “Tirst,
through the CIA. Ihm under CIA auspices, it fpent
the Pentagon money that had already been appropri-
ated, tec nmcahy avoiding the bans lald on the Defense
‘Department. “By a process of osmosis,” Mr. Fulbright
complained in the Senate, ‘the CIA has
other Defense Departmen
fense Department that we ca rmot restrict.”

During five weeks of negotiations with the Syming-
ton subcommittee,
sanitize the Laos study. Here is the first official public
document even to mention the CIA in any connection
with Lzos, though the actual expenditures of the CIA
were finally stricken from the record. It is clear from
the report thal the executivé branch can use the CIA
as an agency of last resort to make nonsense
congressional oversight.
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On Jan. 27, Senate Foreign Relations Cdm-
mittee Chairman J. W, Fulbright wrote De-
series of ques-
on Laos. On

cApril 14 ,the department said the information
‘was “too highly sensitive to rclease.”

On June 7, the Senate held a closed session *

“during which it was briefed on the Laos sit-

"of~'I'hai irregulars who “voluntesr”
in Laos,
turn them when their tour is up. But the State .

uation from a Foreign Relations Committee
staff report. On Aug. 3, a censored version of
the session’s proceedings was pubhshcd in the
Co:zgmsszonal Record. .

- One of the things revealed was that the
CIA: was supervising and paying for training
for duty
transport them inlo Laos, and re-

Department, in answer to a query, said that
-since the soldiers are volunteers and serve
unde1 command of ’Lhc Royal Lao oovcmment
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they "are con.ndor\,d to b\.- local forcea in'
- Laos."”

" Back of all ihl: is a clause in the 1971 De~_
fense Department Appr opriation bill: “Noth.
ing .. . hereunder shall be consirusd as av-
thormng the use of any such funds to sup-
port Vietnamese or other free world forces in,
actions designed to vrovide military support:
and assistance to the governments of Cam-.~
bodia and Laos.” : ’

And who spoke of the “czedlblluy gap
under President Johnson?

/
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By 1J. B, Ronk 3

Sveclal to The Washinzion Post

VIENTIANE, Aug. 13—For-
ward air guides are “dolng .a
fine joly’ of assisting the cur-
rent " Royal Laotian govern-
mf.ut drive to recapture large

areas of Laos lost to Commu-
nist forces, during the dry sca-
sons of 1970 and 1971, U.S.
government spol;osmen say.
Forward air guides are spe-
cially seleeted soldiers who

“control U.S. and Laotian bub-

‘ers from the ground, guiding
fthein-in on largets,: The exisi.
suides  was di-
vulged last week by.the Sen-
ale subcommittec on Unitnd
States  Securily Agreements
and Commilments, Abroad,
headed by Sen.,uwan Symmf’-
ton (B-Mo). :

According to ‘the commit-
tee’s report, there ure 182 such
guides, 53 from the Royal Lzo

army and 129 from CIA-sup-

ported -irregular . forces iu

JLaos, dst of whom are Thai
nationels and veterans of {he

Victnam war, according  io

. sources in. Laos.

Sowrees say the guides are
“carefully selected on {he basis
.of intelligence, experience and
~Cither ability to speak Inglish

or-ability to learn it easily and
well, then throughly trained.

AIL are officers or senior non-

commissioned officers.

Functioning like guorrillss
they infiltrate within sight of
enemy troops oi installations
and direct either bombing or
altllluy fire onto the target
moving on after bombardment
is completed.

According to the guides,
their orders to propeller-driv-
en 1-28 hombers are relayved
through forward air control-
lers {lying overhead., Ovders
to U.S, Air Foree jet pilots are
usually given direetlly because
of the speed of the bombing
runs, hence the English lan-
guage requirement,

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-
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Use of the forward air
guides in guerrilla operations
raiscs the queslions here of
furthoer
rules of engagement proce-
dures established by the U.S.
govermment lo proteet nonmil-
itary tau,cts procedures in-
cluding prior clearance of ’( -
gets by the U.S, ambassador in
Vientiana,

Roralist 1428 bombers are
already
rules as ave U.S. hombing mis-
sions supporting infiltrating

?

LT el _LM,@

departure from the |

exempled from they

or exfiltrating troops, excmp-
tions ereating a “loophole” in
the rules, according to the

Doubt that the rules can re-
tain even their limited success
in protecting nonmilitery tar-
gets i guides ave allowed to
target bLombers is expres zsed
by many observers here, al-
though the prezence of a
guide  would  appear to
strenglhen {he system.

A measuve of the suceesses
being enjoyed by Royalist
troops 1in their current offen-
sive - thrust in both northern
and southern Lacs is atiributa-
ble to use of the guides work-
ing with air and artillery sup-

In northein Laos, irregular
troops under cominand of
Gen. Vang Pao at Long Cheug
confrol most of the Plain of-
Jars, ‘according 1o officiall
while other
sources  say the irregulers
have caplured the entire plain,
including Khang Khai.- and
| Phonsovanh in the northeast
vicorner.,

Intelligence reports through
U8, government spokesmen
say that the high -ground at
the northeast corner of the
plain is still held by a conven-
tion of Communist 1iroops,
however, blocking movement
along routes leading toward
Dijenbienphu
narm.

Forward air guides are said

in‘ North Viet-|s

P80 0

) if
a4

to have played am important
role in Vang Pao’s movement
back onto the plain.

In  southern Taos, Royal

Laotian government troops:
continue a slow, carciul thrust

toward Paksong on the Bolov-
ens plateau east of Pakse
under cover of bombm'-f and

artillery, much of it Lontrollcd :

by the guides. ‘ :
- Paksong, inforimed sourcés
say, is expeeted to be captured
by Royalist troops within the.
next few Cﬁys . .

Thirly-tive miles cast of E:a
vannakhet and 120 miles north
of Pokse, a third thrust has
stalled about the town of

Moung Phalane after encoun-

tering stiff encmy resistance,
according to the govermment
sources. Alr guides are he-
lieved to’ be - operaling with
guervilla - - troops
Moung Thalane, althoudh the
town itself has not bﬂen occu-
pied,

Considc "‘Me coraplaint has
been  expressed in months

. i » Leaotians 4
port, according to spol~:c—smen.|.)O“1 by Lzotians and by U.S

mission sources - working in
northern T.aos 0“01' indiscrimi-

ate hombing In particular by

L‘.o planes-—which, according
1o U.S. mission som(-cs get
their borabing
with quickly to carn extra pay.
As the report ud}.‘» pilots in at
least two of Laos’ five military
regions receive a  “bonus”
based cn the numbor of sor-
ties flown. U.S. sources say
Laotian pilots get 81 per sortie
and that the pay ment pro-
duces frequent “dumping”
only minutes from their bases
at Luang -Prabang and Long
Cheng  durving routine mis-

sions. o

Part of the rising American.

investment in bombing ord-
nance is atfributed by a
knowledgahle ‘source to the
dumpult, though the hulk of
the rise is in cost alone. Dated
bomb stocks now have been

" expended, thus requiring pur-

chase of new ordnance at pre-
vailing prices:

Althotigh  there may be

more frequent success in ac-
Luudy hombing the cnemy by
using guides, observers here

DRS0C

general  targeting, ¥xtensive
use of noen-Laotizng ig ol

bc\yond-

sorties  over.

fear that %&%&ﬁ&m&%190001 -9

bombing is more coptrolled in
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sccret role as the clandestine vas what would er would notPresident Nison, the disclo- ' for secrecy given the two in-
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e censored in a 23-puge stall: sires do represent the effect [vestigators during their 12-day
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lent lo the legislators in their as a special assistant of former! [’L'{ o CTAbe Ted aem | hon, 1oL USCC, operabi 1N
Henl of tne Abacked army | the open and that itz oprrations

-confrontation with the Itxecu- Py Lciden{int adviser Walt Jos-i o . . h :
‘ : pote ’ t 871 Laotion irregulars, the ex-.in other parls of the worid

war effort in l.aos.
_ Administration seurces  say

‘making more information  ©The principal arguments we
ilable to the public. ‘heard foir Lhe noea to continge

re these:

{

‘

|

'

1

diraclor of the United Stales
:

|

|

t

-tive Branch. tow, then in the Defense De-y " : o . I

o ‘D'n‘lmont‘i Inslitute olfk 3')0.’01‘;.5"0“[' of the ai war, and the|might be compromised if the

Yow Times Change ‘ T JCIERSC L iint of U S. expenditures on‘ techmiques and individuals in-
oe analysis, and finally during the cpenditaves on techmiques and dividuals in

| {he tolal cffort in Laocs. gvo!vcd in Laos were to hecame

There were many facleiknown; fourth, thal were UL S.
Lowenstein said, whieh bolhy activities publicized. American
sides agreed were and should | would bhe accused of violating

Teerps o Ly aeiagl 71 3 Y y A
. “Times have changed.’ sald i fipst year of the Nixon admin-
‘one administration sowce who !isivalion as a staff sceretary
recalled how President Ken-ion he National Securily Goun-
nedy had protecied from public | ot under Presidential adviser

‘exposure the CIA role in the | Nenry Kiszinger
jgé)los]t;acy t0£c Pius 31§\"(E\Si]0§1 t])y Hc.m);1'{\.11:;‘1\;;;101 thority sons, and the first of fhe five! and it would thus be more difti-
taking the blame for it himself. | Bad ‘“ Autaorily weeks  was  spent }1&1‘1‘0\1’11@[010[‘. to recatablish (he Geneva

Two years ago thie’ adrmin- | On.thc other hand, as Low- | down ‘to four or five 111&";<1.‘eas,i Agreements o8 a fram\f';;c:'k for
jstration was not mentioning enstein readily adn_n&s,“chh on which Lowenstein and Moose; a futore setlloment in Laos;
Americen involvement in Taos, {of the top scerel _inforiation held out for publication, The | and fifth, that the details of the
another sowrce noted, while lwas given them 1 the {ivst adminisiration 1‘0])1‘05@)1(‘311\'05l’l‘hm presence would become
“now as much as 50 ])cr' cent Of‘\plz_xcc with the full authority of I then needed Lo start the process' known whicl would [deteled].”
the U. §. role there is a matter ' '
of publie yeeord, o )
 ost of it becanie public last”
“week after five,weeks of nego-
tiations between the {wo inves-
{igators and representatives of
{he Defense and Stale Depart-
menls and the CIA who were
faced with what is readily ad-

‘mitted to be an exles sive, de- -
{niled and accurate acceunt of
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By WILLIARM K., WYANT JH.

. A Washington Correspondent

of the Pest-Dispaich
WASHING TON, Aug. 7

MANY  AMERICANS do not
know where Laos is, 1much less
that the United States is spending
close to $500,000,000 annuslly in
support of the clandestine war
thore. Like a dentist digging at a
wisdom tooth, Senator Stuart
Symington (Dem.), Missouri, has
been {rying to bring the |
light. ’

The cat was pretty well out of the hag
this weck—~not fully, but the heud and
shoulders at
of two documents in which the Executive
Branch allowed mention of the Ceniral
Tufelligence Ageney’s heavy involvement
in Laos. ' :

One of the documen
report prepared for Symingtav's foreian
relations subcommittea on United States
scourity  agreements {
abroad. ¥t was prepared by two siaif
members, James G, Lowenstein end
Richard M. Moose, A “sanitized” ver-
sicn of it was made public Tuesday.,

the other dozument wers the expur-
gated, declassified transeript of the Sen-
at2’s closed session of June 7, a_session
that had bLzen requested by Symrington
to discuss Laos and make the then top-
secvet  Lowenstein-Moose report avail-
able to other Senators, 1 was published
Wednesday in the Congressional recer

* «Jowenstein and Moose visited Laos
from April 21 {o May 4, in the aftermath
of Jast spring’s drive into Lacs by United
States - supported Sovth Vietnamese
troops. The two presented their report,
clagsiflied top secret, to -Symington’s
panel May 21 o :

REFOLE REPGIT was made
public this }vcek, it was reviewed in de-
tail ‘with represenlatives of departmants
of State and Defense and the CTA. This
‘procédure took five weeks, Many dele-
tions . wore “made for security reasons,
but the CIA permitted itself to be men-

. tiened. The CIA’s role--long repoited-—
now is officfal. .
Late in 1889 Symington’s subcommilice
held heerings on Laos as part of a
comprehensive inghiry on American com-
mitments abrond. A heavily censore
report of the hearings wes made public
in April 1870. One can scrutinize its €03
voges without finding mention of the
ClA. :

ey
Loty

racts to

casl—vith the publication.

and comumnitments |
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In contrast, the Lowenctein-Moose re«-
port released this week puts the CIA
firmly in the piciure, as in the sontence:

““The United States continues 1o train,

arm, and feed the Lao army and air
force and to irain, advise, poy, support
and, to a groab cxtent, organize the
irregular militavy forces under the direc-
tion of the CJA” :

G the new report on Laos,
il is necces to differentizte between
what it contsined that was nsws to the
Senate and Congress generally and what
it containad "that was nows to the Amer-
jean publics Membars o Congress arc
often privy to infermation Lhut is classh
fied and not avaifable to the cidzenry/

I ASSESST

As Symingtonaueled ina statemcot
Tuesday, there viere several areas in
which the subceremitiee end its staff ve
port squeezed information from the Exec-
utive Branch that previouely had Deen
leept secict. ’

(1) Since carly 1970, the United States
has been conducting B-32 raids in north
ern Laos on a regular basis. This was dis
closed to Cangrezs May 3 while the stall
men were in Taos. President Wichard M.
Nixon admiited in March 1970 that the
United States was flying tactical missions
in northern Laos. T

It is easy to relaic American air aclivi-
1y sgainst the o Chi Minh Traif in south-
ern Luos to the war in Vielnam, because
tie rail iz an cnemy supply route fo
& Vietnam, In the case of the war in
srihern Laos, the relationship to Viet-
ram is less chvious.

. (2) ‘The Amarican-supported irregular
forces in Laos, about 30,090 Laotiean
troops and ahout 4600 Thais, are deployf!f.‘z
generally throughout the country's mili-

~tary regions, excepl around the capital,

Vientiane. It had been thought that the ir-
regular forces were concentraied in Mili-
fary Region 31 under Gea. Vaug Pao.

(3) United States operations in Lans are
costing much more than hed bezn sup-

" posed. Symington said the only cificial ex-

peaditure  publicly snunounced previously
for Laos for {iscal 1971, just cended, was
about 350,000,600 in econoiic assistance.
He said the actval outlay for 1971, exclu-
sive of bombling -costs, was about

" 8350,600,000.

In addition the report by Lowensicin
and Moose indicated an over-all intensity
of American involvement in Laos that
undoubtedly came as a surprise to mony
in Congress and to citizens at large,
cven the sophisticated. :
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The figures that were madz public did
not include specific outlays by the CIA,
Those figures were deleted, Jt could be
deduced, - however, - that the CIA spent
5100,609,600 to $120,000,600 in 1971 for sup-
port of the irregulars, including the ye-

- eruits from Thailand, ' .

N ABDYTON (0 {raining, paying and
otherwise supporting the CIA’s irregulars,
the Usitted States treins, arms end feedy
the Royal Leotian Army and Air Force. 1t
was made clear that the government of

Laos had about exhausted its manpower
from internzl sources «- hence, the troops
from Thailand. :

_The irregular forces fn Laog are doing
most of the fighting asainst ensiny Pathet
Lao and North Vietnamese units. From
1988 through last April, 0 irregulars
were killed in action and 3334 royal army
1rOGPS. -

A private in the royal ermy receives
the equivalent of §5 a wmonth, in addition
to allowences for depandents. Lowensteln
,and Moose were told that the lzotian
government was having difliculty finding

<
KiN

soldiers. About 30 per cent of new re-
cruits report=dly desert, '

The population of Laos, an impover-
ished agriculural country west of Viel-

nam and scuth of Ching, is only 2,800,0600.
Nearly two thirds of Lsos is not under
government coutrol. The milifary situa-
tion has steadily woirsened. .

The income ¢f the approximaiely
2,000,000 lzos under covernment contrel
averages 66 a year, based on {he coun-
try’s gross national product. A partial to-
tal of Uniied States outlays for Lacs in
1971, it was said, would amount to $141
for each Laotian.

A BONF of contéhntion between Mr,
Nixon’s Administration ard some menms
bers of Congress is whether the Usited
States Government, in its support for the
Thai irregulars, violated a law enacted by
Congress last year. The Governmont says
it has not. ) i

At the behest of Senator J, Williamn Ful-
bright (Dem.), Arkansas, an amendiment
was put into the defense authorization bill
barring the use of funds “to suppori Viet-
namese or other free-world forcas in ac-
tions designed to provide military support
and assislance to the povermments of
Carabodiz or Laos.””

If defense funds were spent to support
the troops from Thailand in Laos, the con-
travention of Congress™s will would be
fairly cbvious. What about CIA funds?

tment has taken the posi-
tion that the Thai irregulars sent inio

0180 RRODA4E0 900057
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The Sciate. Foreig ’cm('on Coin-
miltee has ]uwd drl(nhonal Cetails about
the seeret wav in Jaos from a reluctant
Administration, which finally permitted
publication of a censored v 1 of &
comnittee staff repart by vestigalers
James G, dowenstein and Richard R,
Moose, T

It {urng out that the secrel army or-
ganized ond trained Ly the Uailed Staleg
Ceoiral Infelligence Agency has largely
taken over the {ighting from the Royal
Yaotian Army, not just in the Plain of
Jars bhnt in all but one of the five
military regions of Laos,

For years tue Adminisiration has heen
repeating, “The Unjled Stales- has ns
groud comhat forces in Laas.” Duving
the joint U.5.-South Vielnamese arme:d
incursion into Laos early this ycar,
i President Nixon added, “VWe are” net
going to use grownd forces in Laos. Wa
are not going o use adviscrs in Laos
with the Sowth Victnamese forees.”

These stalements were {rue in the
serise that {he CIA  force, {hLough

Americans, did not consist Ameri-
cans. The seepet goldiors were allogwl fo
ba part of the Laotian armed {orees, not
the Aracrican or Scuth Vietnamese.

In President Nixon’s statement Mar.
6, 1970 on the scope of U.S. involvement
in Laos he admitted “a military assist-
ance program reaching hack over six
years and air operalions dating over
four years” and also “some other mili-
fary support activities which had becn
initiated by {wo previous Adminis-
frations.” He said he thought di"clo"urc
of more aboul those “olher aclivilies”
would not he in the national interest.

They Jeaked out in driblets anyway,
and now with the publicalion of the

Senate  Foreign  Relations  Comnitlee
stalf report, still more has become pub-
lic. '

Do they violate the Jaw?

Congress attempted in 1959 and 1970 to
;mt* fimits on U.S. combat aclivity in
1.ao0s, Thailand and Cambedia, without

pli {1 tlacks the o Chi
bved Far R Roléase 3001/03/04 -

trained and financed and advised hy -

* long over,
Juctant to g:n against {his provision open-

{roons oy

The Church-Ceopor-Ma nuﬁ 1 amend-
ment to the dalense appropriations act
for fiscal year 1970 said no funds could
he used {e finance “the introduction of
American geound corabat troeps info
Yaos or Thailand.” Jiscal year 3970 ia
but {he Administration is re-

Iy, and it has kept U.S. Army ground
forees out of ccinbat in those equnivies.

The Cooper-Church amendment {o the

suppic mﬂntnl ‘orejgn ald awthorization
1,11 tor fizeal yoar 1971 which ended Juna
50, prohibited use of V.8, ground combat
advicers in Cambodia, U.S.
advisers have
the (raining was done In Seuih Vieinam,
so ilis was not a violation.

+, K ah
L S

Lub President Ni)'on, like Presidents
Johnson and Kennedy before him, hag
usucped the constitidional power of Con-
gress 1o “raise and support armics,”
and declare war, . .

Senate Foreign Relaffons Cominittec
Jeaders helicve that use of Thai soldiers
in Yaos violates the Ifulbright amend-
menl banning U.S. suppoirt of merce-
naries in T.aos, but the Administration
1oy cotnters that these are ethuie Thais
receuited and traincd in Laos.

This scems unlikely. Tt could -be a
cover slory cooked up {o profect Thal-
Jand, which hates publicity about its
military ties with the United States. Tt
may have to get along with North Viet-
nam soon jnstead of fighting it.

Jut aren’s these dnnic Thais” still
mereenaries, cven if the stovy is {rue?
Anrl aren’t the soldiers in the sceret
army of Meo {ribesmen and other Lao-
tiang trained and paid by the American

" CIA also mercenaries? |

Gradualiy, the secret war in Taos is
becoming Koown to Americans, and it
doesn't Took good. .

It isn’t even working militarily. Hos-
file forces conficl more of Lags than
cver. . The

would fight, and the secrel CIA-lrained

Jained Cambodians, hut

toyal Laotinn army never i

STATOTHR
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le United Staies g()\emm“nt
has been strugeling with the war
in Faos through four presidential
administrations. Tha Anierican in-

volvement hegan {hore during the

Jisenhower adiiinisiration; it was
Iat a near-crisis stage when 1rosi-

Cdent Tisenhower passed it on o

President” Kennedy and in subse-
‘quent. years it was merged info
{he Urited Stales larger involve-
menl in South Vietnam. ¥or rea-
sons going back to the Geneva Ac-
cords, much of the United States
participation in Laos has heen
secrel—or af least semi-seeret—Dbut
largely through the persistence of
Scnafor Syminglon the record of
clandestine financing of milifary
operations by the CIA has heen
pieced fog efhu Now a stafl report
by a Senate subconumitiee has been

* issued afler beins subjected to con-

sorship by the State and Defense
departments and the CIA.

During the 1972 fiscal year the
cost of Unifed Stales military
and cconomic aid {o Laos, plus the
special operafions financed by {he
CIA, is put al €374 million. Re-
porters concluded {rom the figures
in fhe reporf, and the omissions,
thal. the CIA spent more than $100
million last year in Laos, using
frregular Lao forces and a contin-
gent of mercenaries from Thailand,
The irregular forces were reported
to be made up of some 30,000 in-
digenous {roops, including a large
contingent of Meo tribesmen, and
Thai mercenaries. The report foind
that In the conduct of the war “the

SIAIOIHR

»:1 pT
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Royal Lao government continuss 1o
. be almost {olally dependent on the

Vuiled States, perhans more de-
‘pendent on us than any other gov-

ernmeut in the world.”

“Most observers in Laos say that
from the military point of view the
siluation there Is growing steadily
worse, and the initiative seems

clearly o be in the hands of {he

enetny,” the report said further.
And: “No one we met in Laos,
Amezican or Lao, seams 1o have a
prescriplion for the fufure athar
than to continue {o c‘o vhat is belng
done now.”

1L is hoped that if and when the
war in South Vietnam is endad—-
thal is, ended by a peace settlemiont
and nol merely endad so far as

United States combat forces ares

concerned--the war In Laos alse
can be ended. The record in Laos
and the present course of cvents
add greatly to the reason for a

;settlement in Vietnam.
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,It’s dfl‘icial.,'l“he NeWS $6 far’abuut Unit-
ed States involvement in Laos is bad, Iis
bad eacugn that what remairs {o be dis-
closed capnot cause much more shock lo
the American pmm"

United utatr\, involvement in Laou, and
military  involvesnent. in  particular, has
been an open secret for years, but until now
it hag been impossihle to gauge its {rue
depth. : Lo
As recently as e ] 11, at the time of
the Laos incursion by Scuth Victnamese
troops, the Nixon ad)mn?';xrmlm continued
a tradition of misleading the American peo-

ple in the raatter of American participation .-~

in Laotian affairs. It repeated a statzment
made by the President a year carlier: “The

fotal number of Americans duccdy cm- -

ployed by the U.S. {,ovm“p‘.vnt in Y.aos is
616. Another 424 Amcricans dre employed
on coniract to the government or {o govern-
mept contractors. OF these, 1,040 Ameri-

cans, the total mwmber, military and civil- -

iali', enffagod ina mmm‘y dvisory or mili-
avry iraining capacity numbcrs 320. T.ogis-
hcs pev sonnr\l number 323. ” S

What & good: muny of those sm all nun-

beys of Amcricans have been mwized upin -

amounts toplenty, That is confivmed, final-

1y, in the staff report this week hom the
Senate Forcign Relations subcomitice on -

foreign -commitments. These disclosures
shonld cause further concern over how

decply {he United daios is entang}od inan. |

Indochina mess: . L N

o The C entral Into]hgcnee Aﬁoncy
(CIA) mu Sntaing o UU,«,’JD man force of ir-

regulars now fighting in Laoes. Net only

H § um, ena ) _,3%9(@[]/1 6=

- needs to be told. S

A%

-y .}
@ij

(2

that, the CIA'recrui:s‘ and pays for “volun-

~teors” from Thailand added to the irregular

force and the P";yal Laotian Ariny.

o The b](f-momy cost of involve ntent
increases, In - the fiscal year cnded last
month it was $284.2 il 1011, most of it for

‘military aid. Inthe curyent fiscal year itis

expected to total 8374 million, And those fig-
ures do not include the cost of American
bomhing operations ageinst the INo Chi
Minh supply line and in support of Laotian

- Jorces fight m{, (‘onnmmxsm grof:sion

o Degspite ino massive A mcuccm a%lst-

‘ante 1o Laos, the ouilook there is poor.

Communist fnrcns are, huilding a road in
northern  Laog that in- cffect shifts DRed
China’s border souihward, The report says:
“Most observers in I.acs say that frcia the
ilitary point of view the situation there is
growing steadily worse and the initiative

- seems clearly to"be in the hands of the cne-
" omy.

”

Thc repmt doos not {21l the \\hok story
of “American .involvement in Laos. Sen.

o Stuart Symington, D-Mo., the Armed Ser-
- vices - subcommitiee chalmman, complaing
“that the Nixon administration still refuses

to make public facts concerning the nature,
composition and command arrapgements of

. the CIA-sponsorcd Thai forees in Laos
But as. Symington says, the curtain of .

sem ecy lms heen partially Jifted.

} What is. disclosed so far makos more
valid the fears of harmful consequences
- from military aclivitics earried out in a

clandestine manner, More of the Laos story

PR
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WASHINGTON-—
Communist China has sub-
stantially increased: its air
. defense capabilities along a
“yoad they have been build-
“ing in northern 1,408, mak-
“jng that region “one of the
most heovily defended in

“In the past two Yyears
Red China nol only in-
" ereased its forees along ihe
road by more than 100 per-
cent but also has deployed
395 radm'ndirected, antiair-
craft weapons which ave
effective up lo 68,000 feel.
The weapons are manned
Chy crews {otaling any-
“where from
{rained personnel.
.. Also along ihe road,
" which beging al the l.zo-
tian border with the Chi-
nese privinee of Yunan and
runs up to Munog Huon,

are cight small-arms firing

ranges of the kind normal-
ly associated with garvi-
soms of ground lroops.
There. also are headguar-
{ers buildings and 66 bas-
kethall courts, \

Thes edelails were ve-

vealed in a staff report on -

T.aos prepeared for the
Senate Foveign elations
Cormmittec by twa investi-
gators, James G. Lowen-

slein . and Richard M.
Mocse, who visited 1ihe

strife-worn  country from
April 22 to May 4, ‘

- The document has been
_ heavily censored by offi-
cials of the State and.]’)é-
fense department@ and the
Cenlral Intelligence agency

for reasons of national se-.

curity.
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. "Whus, most of what has

:,lnow boen deelassified and ©

L issued has heen in the pub= "
lic domain since tha com-

millee began its investiga-

tion of the US involve=

ments in Laos,

Nevertheless, a_spokes-
ynan for the committee ex-~
plained  that, despite the
deletions, the report “will
help the Arserican public
decide whether it is either

United States 1o continue

to do what it has hoen
wise or desirable for the
doing in T.aos al an evers
inercazing cost to this na-
{ion in dollars and to the
T.ao people in lives and ter=
Titorye '

fhe report stales thatl
tnosl observers” in Yiuo8
hold the opinioh thet “fromn
the military point of view

the situation there is grovi-,

ing steadily worsc and the
Jinitistive clearly seems in
Pe in the hands of the
enery.

“There are apparently no
plang for retaking and
holding any of the {wo-
thirds of the couniry no
Jonger under government
coniiol but only a hope, not
too firmly held in some
quarters, that the one-third

of Lao territory now under
government . control | can
continue to bhe held St
points out.

The war, the investigo-
{ors claim, “is Tun in most
respectis by the Us Embas-~
sy in Vientiane,” and the
undertaking “‘secms to con-
sume @ considerable por-
tion of the time of senior
officers.””

They also reveal that the
United States “continues to
frain, arm and { ecd the Tao
army and eir force and to
{rain, advise, pay and sup-
port and, to a gret extent,
organize the key regulav

O L SN .
Wembers of the Foreign
VY. SRR X 2 ])F:“l £ nn
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Clifford P. Case
(R-N.JL), ~and - Sen, Stua
ySmingion (D-Mo.), have
claimed - that  some 4500

blv Sen.

“fhaj mercenaires are Now .

oporaling 'in TLacs. The
mercenaries arc part of the
Batallions Guerr jer’s
which, according to one es-.
timate, “have become the
cuiting edge of the Lao
"military forces.” - A
© No dectails were made
public about the strenglh
of the BG enhd where and
how thoy operate How-
ever, the report claims that -
the CIA supervises and
pays for their training and’
provides {heir salary, al-
lowances  and operational
costs. _ :

According to {he report
the partial total of estimat-
ed US expenditurcs in L.aos
in fiseal 1971 was £284.2
million, including an osti-
mated $§162.2 million i

military essistance and 552

million in aid programs.

While the figwe for

Ay
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sive of the Thal irregular
cosls, .

The last amount is ale
most twice the amount of
the Leotian govcrnmcnt’s
entire budgel for the cur=
Teptyear. . :

what the CIA spends has

not been rovealed it can be
dedueed that st least §70

million was spent, exclue

g
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By RAY MOSELEY
Bulletin Washington Bureau
© Washington — Despite the
American-backed invasion of

" Laos earliar this year, enemy

forces still hold the initiative
and the military situation is
growing steadily worse, ac-
-cording to a report issucd
vesterday by a Senate For-
eigh Relations subcommittee.
. The heavily censored ver-

“sion of the 23-page report —

~written by staff members.
"James O, lowenstein and
! Richard M. Moose, -former

" Foreign Service officers who
“vyisited Laos in April — aizo -

contained thesc staternents:
The enemy holds more I.aos

¥ {erritory than it did before the

- invasion by South Vietnramese

troops and now controls {wo-
thirds of the country.
The invasion and heavy air

;attacks on the o Chi Minl

trial in Laos have not pre-
';vented the encmy from con-
tinuing to move enough sup-

plies through Laos to support
‘1ts military operations in
iSouth Vietnam and Cambodia.
{ The Central Intelligence
jAgency is maintaining a 390,
{000-man “irregular”
Iflghtmcr throkmhout l.aos.

China Doubles Troops’

: "And Communist China,
;which has been building a
‘road across northern Laos for
some time, has doubled the

fnumber of troops involved in |

that operation and built up air
defense along the road, The
practncql effcct of the road

has been to extend Commu- |
nist China’s border south to |

ehcompass ‘“‘a substantial por-
tion of northern Laos.”

-..Some material was deleted |

e 4
Fra fJ E”z ¥ ’\( w._" i
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was
force now |3

at the rcquest of the State and

Defense Departments and the
Central Intelligence Agency,
resulting in such passages as:

“We were told that the em-
bassy wanted to (deleted) the
(deleted) with  (deleted) be-
cause the (deleted) were
more mobile.and thus “could
do things the others could nat
do ”

Lifts Veil of Secrecy

- Despite the deletions, Sub-
committee Chairman Stuart
Symington {(D-Mo.) said the
report will do much to lift the
veil from the “secret war” in
lLaos for the benefit of the
American public.

Laos was proclaimed a neut
tral nation by the 1952 Geneva
conference that ended the
first Indochina war. But fight-
ing has gone on there contin-
uously, with North Victnam
never acknowledging its viola-
tions of the apgrcement and
the U.S. rclucrant to say
much about its own role.

Much of the deleted matter
in the report referred to Thai
“irregular” forces recruited
by the U.S. to fight in Laos.
The existence of these forces

_acknowledged officially

Y

F“*
. C\ '/} C\” ' l::.‘:

only a few months ago but the
U.S. has never given the num-
ber of these troops or their
costs.

Under 4,000 Tronps

However, officials said last
week the number was fewer
than 4,000, Symington said the
Government refused to decl-
assify facts aboul the Thai
troops because of objections
from Thailand and Laos.

“But since the taxpayers of
this country are paying the
bills, why should the recipient
foreign governments have the
rights to dictate what our citi-
zens can and cannot be told
abou( the way in which public
funds are beinz spcnt?” he
said in a statement,

The report said the Thals
were only part of the irregu-
lar units in laos .“trained,
equipped, supported, advised
and to a great extent organiz-
ed by the CM *

These 1rugular units start-
ed out as a force of Meo
tribesmen under Gen. Vang
Pao, known as the “clandes-
tine army” and opcrating
atound the strategic Plain of
Jars. Now, the report said,

[ I
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they operate in all scctions

of Laos, except around Vian-
tiane, the administrative cap-
ital,
men, . :
The report makes clear the

extent to which Laos is an-
economic dependency of the’

U.S. The Lao Government

budget this year {otals $36.6~

million, it says, but U.S. aid
programs total $350 million.
The U.S. has built
under hal! the Laos road net-
work, 76 percent of elcmenta-
ry classrooms, 100 percent of
the teacher training schools

and 22 percent of the secon-

dary schools.

On the Chinese road oper-
ation, the report said the
number ol Chincse trodps in-
volved has inecreased from be-
tween 6,000 and 8,000 two
years ago to ‘between 14,000
and 20,000 today. =~
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A _ By \"ILI IANT ¥, WYANT JR.

A Washington Correspondent of the Fost-Dispatch

WASHINGTON, Aug. 3--The rolay governmeut in Laos
is almost totally dependent on the United States, and the
dependence is increasing as the military situation. there
worsens, the Senale Foreign Relations Committee was told
in a report - made public today.

Exclusive of bombing costs, the United States spent
about $350,000,060 on ifs operations in Laos in fiscal 1971,
it was suid, That was nearly 10 times the total budget of
the Ldotian government.

The report indicated that t"e Central Intel l)gonce Anenq
was maintaining an irregular ilitary force in Laos of chout
30,000 men, at a 1971 cost of yout §70,000,000. The cost figure
docs not include support of .rregular troops from Thailand.

The report, originally classified top secret, was prepared
by the staff of the “Senn ate foreign relutions subcominitice on
© United States security agreements and commitments abroad.
subcommlttce chairman is Senalor Stuart Symington
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Symington requested a closed session of the Tull Senate,
held Junce 7, to discuss the then-classified report. The version
d:made public today was declassiflied after five wecks of con-
< sultation with the Departments of State and Defense and the
CIA.

. The Administration of President Richard M. Nixon made
“numerous security deletions from the p‘lbllSlLd report but
allowed mention of the heavy ClA involvement in the clande-

wvStine, American-supported war in Laos.

Syminoton said a declassified version of the closed
Senate session-on the Laos report was to appear in the
Congressional Record tomorrow. '
The report mentions a trip to Laos made April 22-May 4
James G. Lowenstein and Richard M. Moose of the
« symington subcommittee staff. The American-supported in-

cursion inte Laos by South \’1einame=c troops began Feb. 8

and ended April 9.

" Lowenstein and Moose were told in Laos, they said, tna;

=“from the military point of view, the situation there is grow-
ing steadily worse and the initiative seems clﬂally to be in

thc hands of the enemy:” -
Since the South Vietnamese operation
: sprmfr, called Lam Son 719, it was. 1cpoltcd additional terri-

into J.aos last

"‘tmy m la 10§ lldS come undcr cnemy conlxol Norih Vle:tnam
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has about three more regiments in southern Jaocs than it had
before the operation. .

The report said the war in Laos was run in most respecls
by the United States Embassy at Vienliane, the capital of
Laos, Jt said AIHCH(‘dﬂ. officials al the crabassy spent an

~hour and a hall a day at an cperations meeting, during which

they arc bricfed on the war by Army and air attaches and
the CIA station chici.

“The United States continuves to Udlll arm and feed the
Lao army and air force and to train, advise, pay, support,
and, to a great extent, organize the irregular military forces
under the direction of the CIA,” Loweénstein and Meese said.

Combal elements of the irregular forces are now about
as Jarge as those of the Royal Lao Army, il was said. Cost
of ‘the irregulars has been increasing cvery year, the report
noted, and the irregilars “have become the cutting edge of
the nilitary, leaving the Royal Lac Army as a force pri-
marilydevoted. to static defense.”

Moose and Lowenstein were not permitfed to say how
many irregular volunteers from Thailand were in Laos ‘at
the time of their visit, They were told the Thai volunteers
were recruited for service in Laos [rom outside the regular
army. The costs of the Thai troops are channeled
throuzh the CIA, il was said.

The report said two Laotian air fmcc‘ plancs in January
1970 Lombed the road being built in Northern laocs by
Communist China. Subsequently, it was reported, there has
been a heavy build-up of Chinese antiaircraft along thre road.

“The arca is off limits to United States aircraft.

Symington has sought for some time to bring into public
view the facts about American involvement in Laos, an elon-
gated country of about 3,000,600 persons west of Vietnam,
scuth of China, and north of Cambodia. The Ho Chi Minh
Trail into Vietnam runs throvgh laos. )

It is encouraging, Symingion said in a statement today,
that the American Government has agreed now that much of
what it has been doing in Laos may be made public, He said
he rogretted that some dct’u]s and facts still were being
withheld.

“Let us hope that . . . the staff report on Laos will help
the American public decide,”” he said, “whether it is cither
wise or desirable for the United States to continue to do
what we have been doing in Laos, al ever-increasing cost to
this nation in dollars, and to thc Lao people in lives and
tcrrxt(ny .
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By Y\:cmu d E. Ward _
Sccond of 1wo articles . .

A rare sceret session of the Senate was held at the request of
Sen. Stuart Symington (D-Mo.) June 7 to hear a report on U.S.

clandestine activities in Laos. Following the "session, Senators
Symington agpd J.W. Fulbright (D-Ark.) openly charged that the

use of Thai mercenarics, just admitted that sume day by the State
Department which calls them “volunteers,” waes violating congres~
‘siona) resirictions on U.S. operations in Luos,

‘Some ‘details of the nearly 3%-hour closed door mcctmb were
given in the June 8 Washington Post in an article by S;M]ccx Rich
v/iho reported:

—~Symington, who revealed that the administration wants $374
million for militery and economic programs in Laos for the 1972
fiscal year (a figure which does not include the $2 billion
estimated costs of bombing), said t'mt he wanted the Senate 1o
know the det u.ls of *the secret war™ before appropriating funds

for it.
—Of the 1cque%t $120 million is said 1o bLe ear ¢ for

funding CIA operations in Northern Laos, mcludmg i..e use of
Mco mercenaries from Laos as well as at Jeast 4500 Thai troops.
~/\; major issue in the secret debate centered upon whether the
use of Thai forces was in contravention of the 1970 Fulbright
amendment to the 1971 Defense Appropriations Act, signed intlo
Jaw by President Nixon Jan. 11 this year. The amendment barred
use of Defense Department funds to support what the Pentagon
calls “frec world forces™ in actions “designed tc provide military’
support and assistance to the government of Cambodia or Laos.’
—The massive bombing of Northern Laos, which has nothing
‘1o do with the movement of supplies from North Vielnam to the
South or Cambodia, was questioned by st
Fulbriqht and Clifford P. Case (R-N.J.).

Nixon the Zaw.ﬁog..\or

' After the Scnate meeting, Rich reported that Symington
stated:  “My personal opinion is...that the Jaw has been
contravened. The amendment said you couldn’t spend money to
train and put people of foreign governments into lLoos or into
Cambodia.” That was also- Fulbright’s view. State Department’
sources later said, according to Rich, *that the Thais being used
aren’t recruited on a government-to-government basis, but were
individuals recruited from the borderside Thai population.”

The Post report obviously left out many details of the Senate
discussion, assuming the legislative body got a full account of
U.S. acuvitles. Symington’s disclosures were based on a report by
two staff members of his subcommittee of the Foreizn Relations
commiftée, James Lowenstcin and Richard Morse, who had
rcccntly made an inquiry into Laos.

Reportedly the Symington subcomittee now has a relatively
-.accurate account of U.S. activities in Laos that is more complete
than was provided by the adminisiration at secrct hearings in
October 1969, released after “security” deletions by the adminis-
tration in April 1970. What might be called the battle of Laos in
Washington, concerns the attémpt by antiwar senators to get U.S.
activitics in laos itself into the public record. Imjtially and
poerhaps still, ‘some scnators have been reacting against the
administration’s deception of themselves along with the public.
However, the issuc of Laos is now being put forward to oppose
administration policy in Indochina as a whole because it so
clearly reveals the White louse aim of .maintaining—if not
-expanding--the war. This point remains clouded during discus-
-sions focusing on Vietnam because tloop withdrawels are still’
used by the
_aimsof U.S, po
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several senatlors, including

: activities in. Northern Laos lacked constitutional author ity,

-against the

yr
i
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As has been previously noted by the ‘3vmingtoa subcomittee,
the lid of U.S, official secrecy conceals 1111‘.9 that is not known by
informed journalists or “ihe other side.” Certainly the Pathet Lao
knows what is happening in Laos, They are obv‘ov"\ly fully aware
of the bombings by the’Air Force as well as the aray of CiA
programs. Although no reliable figure had been reicased on ULS.
spending on its Laotian programs, the Patl

thet .Lao accurately
estimated it last summer as greater than $300 million (again apart
from bombin"). ' .

Numbser of Thai trodps crowing

Conccrnm" thg use of Thai troops, the Pathet Lao state d last
year that they numbered about IOOO during the Johmsen
administration (a figure that has recently been corroborated in
the press and by Sen. Fulbrightyand that the increase in Thai
forces was undertaken by Nixon. However, according to the’
Pathet Lao, the number of Thai troops now exceeds the 4300.1
figure used by Fulbright.

In April of this year, Prifice Souphanouvong, head of the Lao
Patriotic Front (Pathet Lao), charged that the number of Thai
troops was being augmented by the U.S, Shortly ufter this,
George W. Ashworth reported in the Aprit 17 Christian Scie nce
Monitor: “Nixon administration officials have hammerced out an’
agrecment with the government of Thailand for sharply n-crc‘mcd
use of Thai forces in Laos.” . !

Thai iroops were pre \floumy used in the ill-fated U.S.-backed

attemipt to hold the Plain of Jars, which ended in an important
Pathet Lao victory in February 1970. Presumably the losses then
were an elament leading to the more formalized agreement for
use of Thail troops. Bungkok may relinquis!" some of its
sove rufn’y to Washington, bu' not without a price. ;
- Thai “volunteer” troops used in South Vietnam were given a
bonus by the U.S. considerably avsmenting their regular pay
while Bangkok reccived military hardware and other considera-
tions {from the Johnson administration to agree to use of Thais in
Vietnam. There is no reason to assumec that Bangkok’s prm has
gone down, more likely it is up. Confirming this, a Senale source
has noted th']t the cost of the mercenarics was high. Symmﬁion
on June 7 referred to both regular and irregular Thai hcopa being
used in Laos, so it is possible that part of the deal with Bangkok
involves freedom for the CIA to recruit directly in Tlmx and.’
Taking all evidence into account, Thn troops in Laos may now
number 10,000 or higher.

Scnnto;s Symington - and Edward M. Kenncdy (D-Mnss.)
attacked administration”activities in Laos in statements issued a
day before the sceret debate. Symington emphasized the adminis-
tration furtiveness while Kennedy charged that U.S. nﬁ'itary
!whuh
“seemed to be implicilly saying that the U.S. was conductmg:a war
Laotian people without a declaration of war or
congressional authority. _ [ o

E

Among the facts to emerge from the recent congressional
“debate is the acceleration of U.S. bombing in Laos, or rathe r, of
the liberated zone since the autumn of last /Lﬁl and the
increased use of B-52s, a plane whose bombing reache ln[ peak
of indiscriminate destructiveness. The step-up in B-52 n»tn"ty in
Laos has largely coincided with the accelerated * pJoteuive
reaction strikes” being carricd out against North Vietnam, fand it
is quite possible that one of the real purposes of these att: acks is
an ¢ffort to prevent the DRV from utilizing its potent:aerial

‘Wide destruction
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. BY 5"11}\, it s they \vue 911(»1‘> onl W el tha {king doss 110. cd
Veing nercasingly seid that 2N ~{bere, cither, Ot £ the
Prosideut Nivon is sulfering 11«“ YOU TURN to the pali- ;anfm, flc’vui ,cﬂ”ﬁ ?nn
from & “eredibility. gap  ticiang, you find avother N jrpminent .falll.\o.fL i"‘hno:;
This silly bul fashionable Lerestiug study in the Bet - penh so often that (s re-
phrase if ineant {o imply ate Fojf"]f%“‘ 1:',9}"“19”3 Cor-  porter has lost count. At
T . Cmittee’s  inquiry into the  Joist four  times, - lhese
ithat mnobody bhelioves t'ne American actix,-ities inl_':aos. W {:;py crr olwuu. p"e\u"‘:&t
Ypaoidlant I the 11 g S . .
presilent, becauss o dees e Uy POICELERS e cain covered Ut -
(o counlry ihe Meo 6 i pzz:os But no om, so far o
tluﬂl \eo {;heu]l]u?, 0[ Am:m- ]no‘"n hrs even rn..un-
cans out of unifori who aid mcd So ot Tyt : i .
the Laotian poople o de- 1.21 th‘:’ m(ns&oncv'“ . . '
fend {heir country, end of oo of the L. o y ¢ STATOTHR:
oithor wicked activiiies. ase C.) 1o Laos o IJ‘: i R
There ore two things ta Le the T z.ﬂth of the iy had .
caid  about these “revelas bff‘l,‘.sﬂ ‘lmh-ify ftmdf 1
“tions.” Sen. Stuart Syming um‘.“’.“”"’ the n uras tu}fj
ton of Missouri and of th:le C“C}u\"‘mlk} hays beon © a”ll
Foreign Relations Commit- A(}_O.'[f" }llt"m.,fgl t;e Bwt
tec has been a member of ti'f”l.” hf"} ‘\,ai‘w‘.\;’ll:_rf? },O
{ne watchdoz cormittee of o mqo“ (w“tio‘}'“u{
the Co ntral Tntellise o just what is croadbiuly, el
Ageney for a very long time, who has a gep?
All the facis “u»‘eﬂ”c( by -
his committec’s inquiry had s
cither been known to Sen
Syminglon, or had been very
asily dcwq%lble io him, long
bnfmo the so-ealled “revela-
tions” began.
By the sawne {oken, &l the
facts of any significenc
weore equaliy well known ‘0
scorcs  of  newspaparnion,
boih in the ficld and here in
Washington. It may have
been desivable to ploce the
facis before a largor public, )
jut it was-a perfeel couspir-
acy of hypocrisy o pre u‘ﬂd
that the U.S. guw FIITUENY
activitics in Lazos had Leen
suceessfully and pm-poscly
concealed from anyonz, in-
cluding newspapermen,
If one must be bluutly

Il would be Tudicrous to
dony that the President does
not excrcise the politician’s
privilege of heing mealy-
moithed aboul some things
that could he slated far
raore starkly. But it renlly is
time to point out that the
Prosident Las usually heen
desidedly forthright and ac-
curate about great weettorvs.

Or al least he has been
yatheor more acewrate than
4he pcople iu politics, in the

. media, and even within the
governtaent, \mo ¢o on and
an  about lhis® “credibility
gap.” o begin with the gov-

. ernmant 1( clf,. some very

© strange resulls have bec:n
pzodumd in th lust verd
by buceaucrstic rivatvics, hy
lrholcwu il slants, and sbove
all, by the desire of a cood
many permanent offieials to
follow the currently fashion-
able herd.

IN, TANGIDLE “TERAMS,
ihessé results have mainly
“Aoken the Jorm of grossly
misleading  estimates of
pxo‘omxm of veory greal im-
portance. The fact-¢ sathering
anparatus is not at fault.
Lt 2]
ll::;rxpl:;tll:lnﬂzrsf.l;:t:.‘l(?;\u- honest aboutv it, moreover,
{hey ave gathered. ! there is ancther couswviraey

e il000 to 160y, 1t OF hwpoctisy about the vec
was officially estimated tlun ord Of the media fn receit
the Vietcong were able to years, ol celtam‘ very eriti-
cQaploy no Iesa than 300,030 cal oceasions. It has elready
-guerrillas of one sort or‘an- been p}w{t‘l‘q }Oaf 1,;1 tﬂuf‘:
‘other. A misuse of facts pro- ;pacc that both h ? o

. duced this figure, casive and the F (:ub‘nh

Then more facts, too Ss:mbochlari ve_ntv;xe? ,)‘?‘9
slrong to ignore, caused the ‘11 ti J tmh},e prese ‘I: Ol(l
fizure  to ilnplode, as it wheil these Mi, reat ¢ enis
were. In one swift shrink- were covering  the front : -
acve, it was reduced to an pages. . . &
outside total of G0,0UO Viet- SOMT OF TITE chiaf cul- '
cong guerrillas. An admitted prits have adniited in print

£Iror by a artor of five is  —but havdly on the front h " L
rather  considarable, one  pages—that Tet was in fact ’

must add. * a perfect dizaster for Hanof, -

~Yet it is hovdly more con: U’hl()“d of the precise oppos- )

siderable thau the equally  ite as firsl reported, It hos

jwnportant error thal "was  Leen admnitted, too, that the

made about Cambodin’'s. Cambodian \enture_ hosjust ™ "

enormous  lemistidal impor-  zhout ended the war in the
tance to Hanoi~—whiel was . lower half of South Viet-
only revealad by the Predi-  nam, Dut no on2 has boldly

(Ion;'s C‘AB%DF{;\?} venture, Rﬂirmimd 2thnt in - conse-
And no or By’ ({)45 of

dmn rain donces about these eI ?—&?%t QP\?{?@ 2¢isi CIA RDP80 01601 R001400190001 9
well  known governmental | at least desarve qumx[u‘“‘i
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